BULL FEAST9.                                  41?
the cavalieroes mounted their horses, and with spears in their hands, rode out of town about a league, or somewhat more, to meet them if any of the bulls break horn the drove, and make an excursion (as they frequently do), the cavaheio that can make him return again to his station among his companions, is held in honour, suitable to the dexterity and address he performs it with On their entrance into the town, all the windows are filled with spectators , a pope passing in grand procession could not have more, for what can be more than all * And he, or she, who should neglect so rare a show, would give occasion to have his or her legitamacy called in question
When they came to the Plaza, where the stalls and scaffolds are built, and upon which the feats of chivalry are to be perfoimed, it is often with a great deal of difficulty that the biutes aie got in, for there are twelve stalls, one for eveiy bull, and as their number grows less by the installing of some, the remainder often prove more unti actable and unruly , in these stalls they are kept veiy dark, to render them fiercer for the day of battle.
On the first of the days appointed (for a bull-feast com monly lasts three), all the gentry of the place, or near adjacent, lesort to the Plaza in their most gaudy apparel, eveiy one vying in making the most glorious appearance Those in the lower ranks pi ovide themselves with spears, or a great many small daits in their hands, which they fail not to cast or dart, whenever the bull, by his nearness, gives them an oppoitumty So that the poor creature may be said to fight, not only with the tauriro (or bull-hunter, a peison always hired for that purpose), but with the whole multitude, in the lower class at least
All being sealed, the uppermost door is opened first, and as soon as ever the bull peiceives the light, out he comes, bnufhng up the air, and staring about him, as if in admiration of his attendants, and with his tail cocked up, he spurns the ground with his fore feet, as if he intended a challenge to Ins yet unappearmg antagonist Then, at a door appointed for that puipose, enters the tauriro all in white, holding a cloak in one hand, and a sharp two-edged sword in the other The bull no sooner sets eyes upon him, but, wildly staring, he moves gently towards him, then gradually mends his pace, till he is come within about the space of twenty yards
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